
Minutes of the Charlotte-Metrolina Chapter (NC04) 

Of the Military Officers Association of America 

October 12, 2014 

President Harley Ellinger called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. at the Red Rocks Café. Harley 

welcomed all to this, the Chapter’s Oktoberfest celebration, and thanked Huberta Barrett for organizing 

and planning the event.  The invocation was given by John Samb and was followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Retired Air Force Col. Dick Steeves and his wife Rita were introduced as guests.  Dick pointed 

out that he has been a member of the Chapter for some time, although he had not attended recently.  

Harley pointed out that Dick is very active in the USO Center at Charlotte-Douglas Airport.  Welcome 

back Dick and Rita.  John Willis was the winner of the 50/50 Raffle. ($30.00). 

Officers Reports: 

1st VP – (Ron Morgan):  Ron reviewed upcoming programs.  November 16th, MG Cornell Wilson, Jr. 

USMC (Ret), Military Affairs Advisor to NC Governor McCrory, will speak about efforts in making North 

Carolina the friendliest state for the military services and businesses/industries that support the military.  

Ron advised members that MOAA National will be inviting local MOAA members who are not currently 

affiliated with the Charlotte-Metrolina Chapter.  All are encouraged to bring guests.  December 6th is our 

Christmas Party.  Ron reminded all that we are, once again, participating in the Toys for Tots Program 

and members are encouraged to bring a wrapped children’s gift.  John Kan, a keyboardist, will play 

Christmas Music throughout the meeting.  Ron reported that we have been credited with 26 new 

members for the chapter during 2014.  We will receive incentive credit for 19 new members. Martha 

Ellinger reported that the chapter received a check for $250.00 for having more than 10 new members.  

Ron reported that the Freedom Foundation Breakfast, sponsored by American Airlines, will be held on 

November 7th.  Cost per person is $60.00 or a table is available for $650.00.  Ron also announced that 

the North Carolina Council of Chapters State Convention will be held June 11 – 14, 2015 at the High 

Hampton Inn in Cashiers, NC.  Cost for the event is $979.00 per couple which includes room and meals.  

Applications are available.  Ron announced the proposed slate of officers for 2015.  The slate is as 

follows:  President, Ron Morgan; 1st VP, Jay Garbus; 2nd VP, Tim Dremann;  3rd VP, Gloria Scienski;  

Sec/Trea, Ron Wilsbach;  Board of Directors, Harley Ellinger, Carol Aljets, Larry Stawicki and Scott Morris.  

Additional nominations will be taken now or at the November meeting prior to the election.  Ron 

expressed his thanks to Jay, Tim and Scott for volunteering to join the leadership.   

3rd VP – (Gloria Scienski) -  Gloria reported that The Military Retirement and Compensation Board 

reported out in July their findings and recommendations.  Central to that report is the fact that the 

Board finally conceded that personnel costs have remained steady at 30% of the Defense Department 

Budget for the last 30 years.  This admission is paramount, because for nearly a year the Defense 

Department and the Administration “speaking heads” have been trying to convince everyone that 

personnel costs within the Defense Department Budget are “spiraling out of control”.  The lone 

dissenting voice over the last year has been MOAA, specifically Col. Mike Hayden, who is to be 

commended for his steadfast efforts to correct the record.  On October 8th, the Military Collation 



outlined their legislative agenda for the upcoming consideration of the 2015 Defense Department 

Budget.  In the letter that went to all members of Congress the coalition praised the House for resisting 

the cuts recommended by the administration/DOD and asked members of the Senate to also resist 

those cuts as the bill is resolved in committee deliberations.  Gloria pointed out that one new proposal 

by the DOD is to cease TRICARE notifications through the US Postal Service and to make all notifications 

via the internet.  Members should be alert to this fact in order to continue participation in TRICARE 

Programs.  Harley added that in addition to MOAA’s primary mission of protecting benefits for military 

personnel, MOAA has recently added another primary mission of insuring that the U.S. has a strong 

military. 

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report – (Ron Wilsbach)  Harley noted that the minutes for our previous meeting 

on September 21st were published and distributed through the Newsletter and called for their approval.  

Greg Ainslie moved for approval and was seconded by John Willis.  Harley then asked if there were any 

corrections or additions.  There were none.  The minutes were approved as written.  Harley requested 

that Ron give the Treasurer’s report.  Ron reported that our bank, BB&T, has set up another account for 

the scholarship fund so that those funds are maintained in a separate account.  The main business 

account has a balance of $3850.41 and the Scholarship Fund stands at $1514.17.  Ron, once again, 

advised that members that the Scholarship Fund balance does not include the proceeds from the Car 

Wash fundraiser.  When all tickets from the fund raiser are sold the total proceeds will be transferred 

from the main business account to the Scholarship Fund.  There are 15 Tickets remaining to be sold.  

Members are reminded that these are excellent “Stocking Stuffers” for Christmas and other gifts.  Ron 

reminded the members that annual club renewal dues may be paid through MOAA national using a 

credit or debit card.  Simply go to www.moaa.org/renew, log on and make your 2015 dues payment.  

Harley asked for comments about the eNewsletter. 

Newsletter – (Carol Morgan) Harley advised that inputs for the next edition were due to Carol by 

October 24th for publication on October 31st.  Carol also noted that she needs more biographical inputs 

from members.   

Old Business  - Larry Stawicki still has about 15 tickets for the AutoBell Car Wash fund raiser.  As 

mentioned above, these are excellent gifts.  Let’s get this effort wrapped up.  Harley announced that the 

next Board Meeting will be November 12th at Red Rocks Café, 5 p.m.  Primary discussion topic will be 

future fund raisers.  Harley advised the members of his pending surgery to repair his torn rotator cuff on 

October 30th.  Rehab will take about 4-6 months.  Harley also encouraged the members to get out and 

vote on November 4th.  Harley announced that he would not be going to Washington, DC on October 

28th to accept the Chapter’s 5 Star Award but it would be accepted by North Carolina Council of 

Chapters (NCCO) President Jeri Graham.  The award will be available at our November 16th meeting.  

Harley announced that the next NCCOC meeting will be held in Raleigh, NC on Nov, 7/8, 2014 and Ron 

Morgan will represent the Chapter.  Harley also asked for major participation by the members for the 

November 16th Chapter meeting featuring MG Cornell Wilson, Jr. USMC (Ret).  Gary Aljets announced 

that The Marine Corps League will provide rifle honor guard for veteran’s funerals.  Contacts for this are:  

Larry Sloop at 704-229-5108 or John Ellis at 704-839-6576 or 704-847-4812.  

http://www.moaa.org/renew


Oktoberfest -  Harley provide the members with background regarding the establishment of this holiday 

in Europe following two years of harvestless farm production due to volcanic activities in the Far East.  

He also provided background about beer production and consumption.  Ron and Carol Morgan provided 

a trivia quiz for tables.  A good time was had by all.  Following strudel and ice cream, the meeting 

attended by 26 members, adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

Ron Wilsbach, Secretary 

 

 

 


